Human papillomavirus infection of the cervix: the atypical condyloma.
We report on 162 cases of human papillomavirus (HPV) infection of the cervix seen in a two-year period in which the cell sample showed such marked atypia that errors of interpretation could easily have been made. These atypical condylomata are difficult to diagnose cytologically as well as histologically because they mimic dysplasia or carcinoma in situ and, on smears, even invasive squamous carcinoma. HPV particles associated with fibrillar material were found within nuclei of these lesions; their nature was further proved by the immunoperoxidase test. This new form of HPV infection of the cervix showed a 9.1% rate of progression to more advanced cervical lesions. The cytologic finding of atypical condylomata is an indication for colposcopy, confirmative biopsy and appropriate treatment.